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The Ubyssey is the official student newspaper of 
the University of British Columbia. It is published 
every Monday and Thursday by The Ubyssey Publi-
cations Society. We are an autonomous, democrat-
ically run student organization, and all students are 
encouraged to participate. 

Editorials are chosen and written by the Ubys-
sey staff. They are the expressed opinion of the 
staff, and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Ubyssey Publications Society or the Universi-
ty of British Columbia. All editorial content appear-
ing in The Ubyssey is the property of The Ubyssey 
Publications Society. Stories, opinions, photographs 
and artwork contained herein cannot be reproduced 
without the expressed, written permission of The 
Ubyssey Publications Society.

The Ubyssey is a founding member of Canadian 
University Press (CUP) and adheres to CUP’s guid-
ing principles.

Letters to the editor must be under 300 words. 
Please include your phone number, student number 
and signature (not for publication) as well as your 
year and faculty with all submissions. ID will be 
checked when submissions are dropped off at the 
editorial office of The Ubyssey; otherwise verifica-
tion will be done by phone. “Perspectives” are opin-
ion pieces over 300 words but under 750 words and 
are run according to space. “Freestyles” are opinion 
pieces written by Ubyssey staff members. Priority 
will be given to letters and perspectives over free-
styles unless the latter is time sensitive. Opinion 
pieces will not be run until the identity of the writ-
er has been verified. The Ubyssey reserves the right 
to edit submissions for length and clarity. All letters 
must be received by 12 noon the day before intend-
ed publication. Letters received after this point will 
be published in the following issue unless there is 
an urgent time restriction or other matter deemed 
relevant by the Ubyssey staff.

It is agreed by all persons placing display or clas-
sified advertising that if the Ubyssey Publications 
Society fails to publish an advertisement or if an 
error in the ad occurs the liability of the UPS will 
not be greater than the price paid for the ad. The 
UPS shall not be responsible for slight changes or 
typographical errors that do not lessen the value or 
the impact of the ad.

events

Send us your 
events before the 
semester ends!
events@ubyssey.ca

Utheubyssey.ca

ClASSiFied
AvAiLABLe iMMeDiAteLY.  2-bed-
room garden suite.  We’re lo-
cated in a quiet, family-oriented 
neighbourhood, one-half block 
east of Dunbar Street. Close to 
shops, public transit (#7 direct 
to downtown and #25 direct to 
UBC), community centre, pub-
lic library, and other amenities. 
Carpets (installed May’05), big 
kitchen, shared laundry, high 
speed internet, cable, garden 
(with 4 fruit trees, a vegetable 
patch and a newly painted sun-
deck that is perfect for BBQs!) 
and plenty of storage in a double 
car garage.  Non-smoking.  No 
pets. Thank you! Rent is $1100/
month plus share of utilities. 
Please phone Aaron at 778-708-
3352 for appointment.
 
ongoing events

Ubyssey  ProDuction • Come 
help us create this baby! Learn 
about layout and editing. Expect 
to be fed. • Every Sunday and 
Wednesday, 2pm.

resource grouPs • Are you 
working on a progressive project, 
but need funding? Do you have 
an idea, but can’t get it off the 
ground? Apply to the Resource 
Groups for funding! Come in, 
pitch your idea to us and we will 
consider fully or partially funding 
your project. • Every Monday, 
11am in SUB 245 (second floor, 
north-east corner). For more info 
email resourcegroups.ams@
gmail.com.

Pot terY sALe At sProuts • 
The UBC Pottery Club is now 
selling their work at Sprouts, 
and have donated some pieces 
to Sprouts in return for space. 

It brings a new addition to the 
Sprouts atmosphere and allows 
potters space to showcase their 
pieces. • Mon–Fri, 9:30am–
4pm, Sprouts, SUB basement.

noon YogA $1 • Led by the UBC 
Yoga Club —all skill levels are 
welcome. Bring your own mat 
and enjoy this invigorating ses-
sion. RSVP on their Facebook 
events page. • 12–1pm, UBC 
Bookstore, $1.

MonDAY, feB. 14

coAstAL first nAtions DAnce 
festivAL • This festival high-
lights the richness and diver-
sity of traditional First Nations 
dance groups from coastal BC 
through public performances, 
ticketed events and special 
school programs. • Runs until 
Mar 15, 10am–5pm, Museum 
of Anthropology, $14/$12 + HST. 
For a full schedule of events, 
please visit moa.ubc.ca/events 
or contact (604) 822-5978 or 
programs@moa.ubc.ca.

tuesDAY, feB. 15

Dr MAuricio DreLichMAn on 
Prof tALk • On UBC CiTR Ra-
dio’s Prof Talk with host Farha 
Khan, Dr Mauricio Drelichman 
from the Department of Eco-
nomics will discuss econom-
ic history as a field of study 
as well as his research on the 
economic history of early mod-
ern Spain. • 3pm, live program-
ming at citr.ca.

PeAce it together suMMer DiA-
Logue AnD fiLM ProgrAM • Non-
profit organization Peace it To-
gether is holding a 2011 sum-
mer dialogue and filmmaking 
program for Israeli, Palestin-
ian and Canadian university 

students in partnership with 
UBC. They are holding an info 
session on campus for any-
one interested to learn more. 
• 6pm, Global Lounge, Ma-
rine Drive Bldg 1, go to pea-
ceittogether.com for more 
information.

citr Presents: ice creAM so-
ciAL At the Pit PuB • CiTR is 
bringing one of Vancouver’s 
longest running and consis-
tently enjoyed parties back to 
UBC once again! Last year’s 
Ice Cream Social was super 
successful and a great time, so 
expect nothing less this year. 
Vancouver’s finest DJs, Tyler 
Fedchuk and Cam Dales, will 
play choice cuts from the ’50s 
and ’60s for a genuinely soulful 
rock and roll dance experience. 
• 8pm–1am, Pit Pub, SUB. $5 
in advance at The Outpost and 
CiTR (SUB Room 233), $8 at 
the door.

weDnesDAY, MAr. 16

sPArtAcus Youth cLuB cLAss 
series • The Trotskyist League 
at UBC presents their third 
class: The Fraud of Capitalist 
Democracy. Break with the 
pro-Imperialist NDP and build 
a Revolutionary Workers’ Party. 
• 6:30pm, Room 42V, SUB.

uBc fiLM societ Y screening: 
TRON: LeGACy • The UBC Film 
Society will be showing Tron: 
Legacy, starring Jeff Bridges, 
Garrett Hedlund and Olivia 
Wilde. The son of a virtual 
world designer goes looking 
for his father and ends up 
inside the digital world that 
his father designed. He meets 
his father’s creation turned bad 
and a unique ally who was born 
inside the digital domain of 

The Grid. • Runs until Mar. 20, 
9:30–11:30pm, Norm Theatre, 
SUB. $2.50 members, $5 
non-members.

thursDAY, MAr. 17

wiLd hONey • Platonov has a 
way with women and it’s both 
his blessing and his curse in 
Michael Frayn’s adaptation of 
Anton Chekhov’s unfinished play 
produced by Theatre at UBC. 
Wild Honey swings between the 
polar opposites of melodrama 
and farce and shakes them 
into an intoxicating cocktail. 
• Mar. 17–26, 7:30pm, Freddy 
Wood Theatre, $22 regular, $15 
senior, $10 student, $2 high 
school. Call (604) 822-2678 or go 
to ubctheatre.universitytickets.
com to buy tickets.

friDAY, MAr. 18

the BLoB Arts fest • The Asian 
Canadian Cultural Organization 
(ACCO) presents: “THE BLOB: 
No Two Are the Same.” ACCO 
invites you to a night of music, 
art and food as we celebrate 
with a range of creative talents, 
ranging from rock bands, 
acoustic singers, artists and 
slam poetry. • 7–9pm, Global 
Lounge, Marine Drive Bldg 1. 
$5/person, $3 each for groups 
of eight or more.

internAtionAL night • The UBC 
English Language Institute 
(UBC- ELI )  inv i tes you to 
International Night! There will 
be an international food fair and 
displays, cultural performances 
and demonstrations and a great 
party with music and dancing. 
• 7pm–12am, SUB Ballroom, $3 
(free for performers and food 
booth participants), must show 
ID to purchase alcohol.
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News eDitor  ARSHY MANN » news@ubyssey.ca        
AssistAnt eDitor KALYEENA MAKORTOFF » kmakortoff@ubyssey.ca

senior writer MICKI COWAN » mcowan@ubyssey.ca

ArshY MAnn
news@ubyssey.ca

The AMS referendum results 
are in.

On Friday, the U-Pass and 
the AMS fee restructure both 
passed, but by widely differing 
margins.

The U-Pass was overwhelm-
ingly passed by students, with 
95 per cent voting in favour 
of continuing the transit pro-
gram. The AMS fee restructure 
passed by a comparatively nar-
row margin, with only 52 per 
cent of voters in favour of the 
fee changes.

The housekeeping by-laws 
also passed. However, the sub-
stantial by-laws—which would 
have seen changes in the quo-
rum required for annual gener-
al meetings, as well as moving 
executive turnover from Feb-
ruary to May—failed to reach 
quorum.

The question asking whether 
the AMS should lobby for lower 
tuition fees for both Canadian 
and international students also 
passed overwhelmingly.

“I’m ecstatic, but more tired 
than anything. I’m exhausted. 
But I’m really happy with the 
outcome,” said AMS President 
Jeremy McElroy.

McElroy said that even last 
week, the AMS was worried the 
referendum wouldn’t pass.

“Last week we were desperate, 
we were down one coordinator. 
[“Yes” campaign coordinator 

Alyssa Koehn] was running 
around like a chicken with its 
head cut off and we were essen-
tially falling apart at the seams 
and it did not seem likely that 
this referendum was going to 
pass.”

A total of 13,574 students vot-
ed in the referendum, which 
constituted a 28.9 per cent turn-
out. Around 5000 of those votes 
came on the final day of the 
referendum.

“I am so happy, I put in so 
much work and I’m so glad that 
it paid off with Council’s help 
and anybody who put in hours 
this week,” said Koehn.

“I think that the campaign 
faced some struggles and I’m 
glad it paid off in the end,” she 
said. “I knew it was going to be 
close and I’m glad that it was 
close on our side.”

Nick Frank, the head of the 
No campaign, opposed the fee 

restructuring as well as the by-law 
changes and said he was disap-
pointed with how the AMS framed 
the referendum discussion.

“I honestly felt at the begin-
ning of the election it was com-
pletely one-sided. Our referen-
dum was completely without dis-
course, [which] requires more 
than one person. There was one 
side. There was no back and 
forth discussion, no disagree-
ment,” said Frank.

“I [just] wish I had made 387 
more friends.”

Koehn said that she thought 
the No campaign’s contribution 
to the dialogue about the refer-
endum was positive.

“I’m glad that someone felt 
that the AMS needed to not just 
talk the yes side and provide in-
formation and that encouraged 
us to put information out there,” 
she said. “In the end it was his 
right and he made us run a bet-
ter campaign.”

The passage of the U-Pass 
means that students will con-
tinue to have access to the pop-
ular transit program, although 
the pass will cost students $30 a 
month instead of $24 through-
out the year.

“UBC students love their U-
Pass, and that was demonstrat-
ed today,” said McElroy. He went 
on to say that he wished that 
more students would have vot-
ed on it so it could reach closer 
to the historic number of vot-
ers, but was still satisfied with 
the result.

With regards to the fee re-
structuring, McElroy said that 
despite the small margin, he is 
very satisfied.

“As of yesterday evening we 
were worried about reaching 
quorum on the question more 
than anything, but essentially 
the surge of votes that came out 
today, based on the emails that 
were sent out put us in there. We 
were quite happy. And again, 
I’m ecstatic about that passing 
because it was so desperately 
needed.

“The last time we did this was 
three years ago, [there was a] 
completely different group of 
students, 75 per cent of campus 
has turned over since the last U-
Pass, so most of them don’t even 
realize that the U-Pass was even 
up for question.

“So we didn’t do a good 
enough job of really explain-
ing it to them right from the get-
go that if you don’t vote on the 
U-Pass, you lose it.”

He also said that general stu-
dent apathy was responsible for 
the lower turnout.

“[There was] a surprising 
amount of apathy from the stu-
dent body, even about the U-Pass.

“I don’t understand what’s 
wrong with some of these stu-
dents because we’re general-
ly trying to reach out to them, 
and they didn’t necessarily un-
derstand or care about what was 
going on.” U

—With files from Micki Cowan

Abortion debate on campus stirred by graphic display
AnDrew BAtes
Contributor

An anti-abortion display gener-
ated as much controversy Thurs-
day as the issue itself.

Last week, UBC Lifeline, a stu-
dent anti-abortion club, present-
ed the Genocide Awareness Proj-
ect (GAP). 

The project, a touring dis-
play coordinated by the Ameri-
can-based Center for Bio-Ethical 
Reform, places images of abor-
tion next to images of genocide, 
with the intention of generat-
ing debate.

“Our main goal today was just 
to get the abortion debate start-
ed on campus, [and] stimulate 
discussion,” said Ania Kasprzak, 
president of Lifeline. “That was 
our main point and we thought 
we got it across.”

The GAP has been contro-
versial around the country. On 
March 4th, a group at Carleton 
University in Ottawa launched 
a lawsuit against their univer-
sity for discrimination after be-
ing arrested while presenting a 
GAP exhibition in the fall.

This year, UBC’s Lifeline was 
permitted to post the full ver-
sion of the display, rather than 
the compromises they said they 
made in the past, which limited 
the number of signs.

“I’m really impressed with 
how they’ve let us exercise our 
right to free speech,” said Pau-
la Samper, a public relations ex-
ecutive with Lifeline.

According to Samper, the 
display’s controversy is large-
ly based on the debate. “If you 
don’t agree that the unborn are 
persons...that’s when you get 
people that are really angry at 
you that come up to you and say 
things that are hurtful and of-
fensive,” she said.

“This is good,” said Deanna 
Cune, a first-year Science stu-
dent. “They should tell people 
what it looks like to basical-
ly have an abortion...people 
should know.”

Across from the GAP display, 
a number of protesters attempt-
ed to counter the GAP display, 
holding signs and chanting pro-
choice messages.

Justine Spencer, the presi-
dent of Students for Reproduc-
tive Rights (SRR), an abortion 
rights club on campus, felt that 
the photos were offensive. “I re-
spect that there’s freedom of ex-
pression...but I think it should 
be a choice to view these imag-
es,” Spencer said. “There was a 
school field trip of small chil-
dren who walked by and they 
saw these images. That’s not 
appropriate.”

“It’s pretty upsetting,” said Lu 
Lee, in her second year of First 
Nations studies. “It’s like they’re 
trying to induce some sort of vis-
ceral traumatic reaction from peo-
ple...and it feels like violence.”

SRR had organized the coun-
ter-protest, advancing abortion 
rights issues and fundraising 

for prominent abortion rights 
organizations. 

“I think that we need to be here 
in order to provide a buffer zone 
for people who are going to be 
triggered by the display,” said 
Anna Warje, the vice-president of 
SRR, “[and] need to see that there 
are positive messages of choice.”

There was no formal buffer 
area agreed upon, as there was 
in the past. Lifeline execs in-
dicated there was conflict last 
year, but Spencer said that was 
due to outside groups. 

“UBC students are respect-
ful of other UBC students,” she 
said. “That’s why it’s remained 
peaceful.”

Lee disliked the parallels to 
Native Americans’ genocide, giv-
en the links between Christian-
ity and First Nations persecu-
tion in Canada. 

“The hypocrisy is unbeliev-
able,” she said. 

“[If] they wanted to talk to 
people about why they were pro-
life...I would think they’re idi-
ots, but it wouldn’t offend me. 
This is offensive.”

Samper suggested that the 
message could be tweaked 
in the future to deal with the 
controversy. 

“It’d be interesting for our 
club to have a display without 
the genocide ones. So, having 
still the photos of the abort-
ed fetuses, but not the ones of 
the dead Jews or dead people 
in Rwanda, etcetera,” she said. 
“Maybe we’ll see, something 
to test out and find an answer 
to.” U 

—With files from Kalyeena 
Makortoff

Protesters gather across from the GAP display. tiM BLonk Photo/THE UBYSSEY

U-Pass and AMS fee restructure pass, bylaws fail 
Students overwhelmingly show support for tuition lobbying by AMS

28.9%

95.0%

87.0%

52.2%

79.1%

58.2%

U-PASS

TUITION

AMS FEES

HOUSEKEEPING
BY-LAWS

SUBSTANTIVE
BY-LAWS

FAILED TO REACH QUORUM(13,574)

PASSED 

28.9%

95.0%

87.0%

52.2%

79.1%

58.2%

U-PASS

TUITION

AMS FEES

HOUSEKEEPING
BY-LAWS

SUBSTANTIVE
BY-LAWS

FAILED TO REACH QUORUM(13,574)

PASSED 

totAL nuMBer of 
voting stuDents

“I’m ecstatic, but 
more tired than 
anything. I’m 
exhausted. But I’m 
really happy with 
the outcome.”
JereMY MceLroY
AMS PreSident

g
eo

ff
 L

is
te

r 
g

rA
Ph

ic
/T

HE
 U

BY
SS

EY



4 / u bys sey.c a /c u lt u r e /2 011. 03.14

culture eDitors  BRYCE WARNES & JONNY WAKEFIELD » culture@ubyssey.ca
senior writer GINNY MONACO » gmonaco@ubyssey.ca
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Mike Dickson
Contributor

Attention is a hot commodity. In 
a world where anyone with a mes-
sage has a platform to broadcast 
it, competition for attention is 
fiercer than ever. For arts orga-
nizations, it’s hard to get heard 
above the din. 

“Arts events have increased 
probably ten- or fifty-fold [in re-
cent years],” said Janet Smith, Arts 
Editor at the Georgia Straight. She 
said that this has changed how 
the Straight chooses who and what 
to cover. “Everyone’s competing 
for space, and if somebody can 
point out an angle to me for a good 
story, that’s awesome.”

That job falls to the publicist. 
All fields employ public relations 
specialists—arts groups are in-
creasingly relying on publicists 
to raise awareness about their 
events. If you’re an artist, you 
hire them to ‘present’ you or your 
work, manage your profile and 
essentially bring you out of the 
woodwork and into the public eye.

“It’s probably true that [publi-
cists] have more of an influence 
these days with that many events 
happening,” said Smith. 

But do those groups that have 
a publicist to manage or promote 
their profile receive more exten-
sive media coverage because of 
them? Have they become the ar-
biters of art in our society?

For those out there who think 
publicists are purveyors of PR 
smoke and mirrors, Rachel Sen-
tes of Gal-Friday begged to differ.

“Some people need to get out 
of that thought process of ‘they’re 
just selling air,’ because what 
we’re really selling is air-time,” 
she said.

For artists, clubs and festivals, 
there are more ways than ever 
to get their name and whatever 
they’re selling out there—through 
blogs, newspapers, podcasts and 
other mediums. For some in the 
visual arts, having someone to 
help navigate those waters can 
make or break careers.

“If you’re working with a small 
art gallery, a little publicity can 
go a long way in getting people 
out to the events [you’re] staging, 
like poetry readings,” Sentes said.

A large part of their job is es-
sentially professional networking, 
putting people together. This of-
ten involves their relationships 
with clientele in the industry and 
their ties to newspaper editors 
and television producers.

“There’s no denying they play 
a large role in us knowing about 
shows we otherwise would know 
nothing about,” said Smith. “If the 
group can afford a publicist, they 
know us and how to get through 
to us; their speciality is who my 
readers are and what sorts of peo-
ple my writers like to talk about.”

Publicists seek to plant ideas 
in the minds of newspaper and 

magazine editors, as well as the 
patrons of the arts their clients 
hope to attract to their next show 
or festival.

“I make a point of listening to 
that radio show or reading that 
paper or magazine so I can un-
derstand [its] demographic,” said 
Kim Plumley of Publicity Mavens, 
who has worked for the Eastside 
Culture Crawl and is doing pub-
licity for the Queer Arts festival 
this year. 

“I play matchmaker, ensure 
that there is a connection and 
let it be known to them there’s a 
great story here.”

Sarah Buechner’s story is one 
Plumley helped bring to the at-
tention of the public as well as 
the media.

Born David Buechner, the Juil-
liard educated pianist underwent 
gender reassignment surgery in 
1998, after which she noticed her 
career beginning to deteriorate 
due to bias regarding her lifestyle 

choices. CityTV Vancouver ended 
up doing a feature on her story.

“I believe in community and 
building it, and social media has 
given us the opportunity to do ex-
actly that. It’s opened up a lot of 
new dimensions,” said Plumley, 
adding that blogging, Facebook 
and Twitter are new and quickly 
expanding platforms from which 
to run publicity campaigns.

Ellie O’Day was a journalist 
before finding work in publicity, 
and has relationships in the for-
mer that have helped her work 
in the latter.

“When I started doing publici-
ty, I already knew a lot of people,” 
O’Day said, who works for the Van-
couver International Film Festi-
val, the PUSH Performing Arts 
Festival and the Vancouver In-
ternational Children’s Festival 
among others. “Because I worked 
in all those media prior to being a 
publicist, I knew right away what 
[clients] needed.”

The work of a publicist is to find 
free editorial content for their cli-
ents. Does this blurred line be-
tween journalist and publicist, 
editorial content and advertise-
ment affect what sort of art is in 
the public eye?

Both parties say that not all cov-
erage is funneled through these 
intermediaries.  

“Most of your established pa-
pers have very clear policies about 
the differences between advertis-
ing and editorials,” O’Day said. 

Smith said while keeping in 
touch with publicists is a big 
part of her job, just as they are 
trained to pitch stories, editors 
are trained to say no to them too.

“Not everything we write about 
is pitched to us by publicists,” 
Smith said.

“We have writers with exper-
tise in certain fields, so we can 
get stories from the grassroots 
level as well.”

But publicists are also key fig-
ures for editors and journalists 
because they pitch a ‘hook,’ or 
a certain angle on a story, that 
the publicist knows are of inter-
est to that publication’s viewer or 
readership.

“We get so many emails and 
so many press kits over the wire 
that it helps to have a publicist 
that makes yours stand out,” said 
Smith. 

“In this day and age, there’s 
such an onslaught of information 
and groups trying to get their 
word out that it helps to have a 
publicist because they get the 
word out in a more targeted way.”

Changes in media and in how 
word gets around have changed 
how both O’Day and Smith go 
about their jobs. 

“A lot of us in media were pan-
icking a couple of years ago when 
the papers were downsizing, and 
we just had to catch on with the 
new media stuff and get on with 
it,” said O’Day. 

“Working with film festivals, 
for example; if I had a sidebar 
kind of story, I’d probably pitch 
it to [Georgia Straight movie sec-
tion editor] Craig Takeuchi’s 
blog rather than the paper. My 
skills as a publicist have had to 
change along with changes in 
the media.”

It seems that a new breed of 
publicist requires a new breed of 
journalist, and vice-versa. Both 
are tasked with bringing the 
public’s attention to stories and 
events of interest, and though 
their methods are different, the 
mutual benefits of the relation-
ship are not lost on either party.

“It’s important to have rela-
tionships with the editors and 
producers, because they are the 
ones who are going to expose 
your client’s work,” Plumley said. 

“Publicists are starting to col-
laborate instead of compete, and 
that’s going to be great for anyone 
looking to raise their profile.” U

The dist inct 
f lavours that 
make Iranian 
food unique 
are generally 
classified un-
der the broad 
term ‘Middle 
Eastern’. But 
wh i le t here 
are some dish-
es that overlap, 

such as the vast assortment of ke-
bab, much of the variety in Per-
sian food isn’t found in any oth-
er cuisine. 

“Iranian food is my favourite,” 
said Poureya Bazargani, an Ira-
nian-Canadian Ph.D. in Civil En-
gineering. “Whenever I eat [Ira-
nian food] in Vancouver, I am re-
minded of home.”

The foundation of any Persian 
meal is rice and meat, explained 
Bazargani. The rice is eaten either 
plain, with meats that have been 
cooked in a sauce, or seasoned 
with saffron and szereshk, tart 
dried barberries which bring out 
the sweeter flavour of the saffron. 

Lamb, beef and chicken are 
widely used in Iranian recipes. 
“Ghormeh sabzi is probably 
the most famous Persian beef 
dish,” said Paul Reyes, a server at 
Darchin Restaurant downtown. 
“It is a stew with beef marinated 
with salt, pepper and sour sun-
dried limes, mixed with kidney 
beans and served with spinach, 
parsley, green onions and plain 
basmati rice.”

Another famous dish is called 
soltani, derived from the word 
‘king’ in Farsi. It is a big meal 
with two kebabs. The first, the 
actual soltani, is grilled steak 
bathed in salt, pepper and lem-
on juice; the second kebab, kabi-
deh, is grilled ground beef which 
has been formed into small piec-
es and skewered. 

“It takes a lot of culinary skill to 
make sure that the kabideh stays 
on the skewer,” said Bazargani. “I 
use egg to hold the ground beef to-
gether [on the skewer] and leave it 
in the fridge for at least 12 hours. 
I then season it with salt, pepper 
and tumeric.” 

The meal is then finished off 
with a charred whole tomato, 
crisp raw onion and plain bas-
mati rice. 

Doorgh is another Persian spe-
cialty. It is a fizzy sour yogurt 
drink, which is popular in Iran. 
The yogurt is left out for sever-
al days to ferment, which gives 
it the sour taste, and it natural-
ly carbonates, said Bazargani. It 
tastes like a soda water and In-
dian lassi hybrid, without the ex-
pected sweetness. U
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Porn at the Norm tonight

BrYce wArnes
culture@ubyssey.ca

On Monday, March 14, the Norm 
will feature the adult film Pi-
rates. Riding the buccaneer fad 
spawned by Pirates of the Car-
ribean: Curse of the Black Pearl, 
the movie is the centrepiece of 
the UBC Film Society’s second 
Porn at the Norm event.

“The last Porn at the Norm 
that was shown was Debbie Does 
Dallas,” said UBC Film Society 
SubFilms President Sandie 
Chen. “It’s part of FilmSoc lore. 
We have a DVD in the club room 
and it gets watched every once 
and a while.”

Debbie Does Dallas came to the 
SUB five years ago, courtesy of 
then-member Lachlan McLean, 
who discovered the film in his 
parents’ house.

“For him, it was a way of mak-
ing fun of his parents’ porn,” said 
Chen. “Debbie Does Dallas is also 
from the 60s or 70s, so I think 
that was sort of the motivation for 
him. It’s kind of like...retro porn.”

Pirates has a different appeal. 
Released in 2005, the film set 

records with both its million-dol-
lar budget and the 11 Adult Video 
News awards it received.

“Pirates seemed like a really 
perfect movie to show for Porn 
at the Norm, because it’s fairly 
theatrical for one thing, and it 
is film-related, in that it’s a spin 
on Pirates of the Caribbean. For 
a porn, it’s kind of more main-
stream,” said Chen.

Pirates recounts the tale of Cap-
tain Stagnetti (Tommy Gunn), a 
swashbuckler seeking, with his 
first mate Serena (Janine Linde-
mulder), the ancient and pow-
erful Sceptre of Inca. He is pur-
sued by Captain Reynolds (Evan 
Stone) and his first officer (Jesse 
Jane), who learn of Stagnetti’s plot 
after rescuing a woman named 
Isabella (Carmen Luvana) from 
drowning. As the action-packed 
plot unfolds, the characters have 
many different kinds of sex with 
one another.

According to the Adult Film 
Database, the breakdown of the 
scenes in Pirates, in alphabeti-
cal order, is: all girl, anal, fetish, 
sex toys; all girl, fetish, sex toys; 
all girl, fetish; all girl, finger 

fuck, oral (female to female); 
all girl, finger fuck; all girl, fin-
ger fuck; all girl, oral (female to 
female); all girl, pussy spread; 
all girl, pussy spread; handjob, 
oral (blowjob); intercourse, kiss-
ing; intercourse, spoon; inter-
course; kissing; oral (blowjob), 
orgy, threesomes; oral (blow-
job); oral (blowjob); oral (male 
to female); oral (male to female); 
oral (male to female); reverse 
cowgirl.

“Playing porn at a big theatre, 
at least on campus, kind of has the 
effect of de-eroticizing the whole 
thing,” said Chen. “If someone 
watched this in their own home, 
by themselves, it might be erotic. 
But when it’s watched in a giant 
theatre, I think the appeal is that 
it kind of makes fun of it. 

“And it’s just a strange experi-
ence,” she added. “For some peo-
ple to watch a porn with a room 
full of other people.” U
Pirates will play at 7pm on Mon-
day in the Norm theatre. Admission 
for FilmSoc members is $2.50 and 
$5 for non-members. 18+ only. 
IDs will be checked at the door. 

A scene from the film. Photo courtesY of the Artist

Film

A pair of Forestry troubadours hold court in Gage’s elevators 
most Friday nights. Trevor Simmons, a residence advisor, and 
Marc-Antoine LeClerc perform under the name Trademark. 
Drawing crowds with their acoustic jams, the duo’s perfor-
mances offer at-home entertainment for occupants of the 
Gage buildings.

“We just wanted to jam and entertain our friends,” said 
Simmons.

“We want to put a smile on every Gage resident,” add-
ed LeClerc. “And dude, the acoustics in here are amazing.”

Trademark doesn’t have a publicist, a booking agent or even 
a MySpace. If you want to catch their performances, it’ll have 
to be the old fashioned way: in the flesh. Drop by Gage on a 
Friday night, and bounce around between the main floor and 
the 17th.

—with files from Harsev Oshan   

geoff Lister Photo /THE UBYSSEY

guYs AnD guitArs in 
gAge eLevAtor

 U 
The last in our series on lifestyle di-
ets: fruitarian, and a video on UBC’s 
iPhone app at ubyssey.ca/culture.

onLine excLusives
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Where does your food come from?
Tracking the sustainability of three AMS food products

The chicken quesadilla is available at The Pendulum. Its chicken is 
supplied by Superior Poultry Processors Ltd., who get their poul-
try from over 240 different farms, all in various locations with-
in BC. Saputo uses Armstrong brand monterey jack cheese and 
Dairyland brand sour cream. The cheese is transported by Agri-
foods International Cooperative, who work in coordination with 
BC dairy farmers from the Okanagan, Creston and Smithers. The 
sour cream is manufactured in Saskatoon by dairy farmers who 
are residents of Saskatchewan. The Sunripe brand tomatoes and 
also the green onions are produced on California farms. The Pita 
Bread Factory tortilla has ingredients from Canada and the US.

The spinach bagel is available at Bernoulli’s Bagels. The main in-
gredient, flour, is Rogers brand, which uses local grain from BC, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Rogers said that for their sugar, they 
use local BC manufactured sugar. Windsor salt comes from var-
ious mines in eastern and western Canada. The spinach in the 
bagel is planted and harvested in Yuma, Arizona.

The yam roll is available at The Honour Roll. All of the ingredi-
ents in the yam roll, with the exception of the yams, are supplied 
by the Nishimoto Trading Company. Most of the rice is from the 
US but some of it is also their own brand, Shikiku. The Takao-
kaya seaweed and Kinjirushi wasabi are both produced in differ-
ent parts of Japan. The Golden Ginger product is primarily from 
California but some of it also comes from China and Japan. The 
Mishima brand tempura batter is based in Japan with US and Chi-
na-based subsidiaries. The yams are supplied by Central Foods 
from AV Thomas Produce in Livingston, California.

iqrA AzhAr
Justin choi
irene Lo
soniA renger
investigative@ubyssey.ca

Does eat ing loca l ly mean eat ing 
sustainably? 

In 2005, Vancouver writers Alisa 
Smith and JB MacKinnon released The 
100-Mile Diet: A Year of Eating Local-
ly, which claimed that eating locally 
meant the consumption of less fossil 
fuels, better support for local farmers 
and an overall healthier diet.

The local food movement has since 
exploded in popularity, which has seen 

the AMS add local foods in food servic-
es as part of their sustainability com-
mitment. However, AMS President Jer-
emy McElroy said that the added costs 
make it difficult.

“The AMS [committed] to buy as much 
local produce as possible,” said McEl-
roy. “But on the off season, sometimes 
it is not financially sustainable for us 
to do that...In addition, the supplier 
company that we use for the majori-
ty of our food has their relationships, 
and their ordering processes, that we 
have to sometimes go along with. The 
added costs and resources necessary to 
get [sustainable products] sometimes 
aren’t feasible.”

The Ubyssey’s investigative team re-
cently traced the main ingredients of 
the three most popular food choices in 
the SUB. In general, few of the ingre-
dients are local. McElroy said that al-
though the AMS buys local food—espe-
cially from the UBC Farm, when possi-
ble—it may take student-led projects to 
further increase the amount of sustain-
able food available on campus.

“Given that we do have the Sustain-
ability Projects Fund I would definite-
ly welcome any project to investigate 
more sustainable food processes for 
AMS Food Services.” U

—With files from Trevor Record

the AMS’S Food 
SuStAinAbility vow 

“The AMS Food and Beverage De-
partment is committed to provid-
ing sustainably and locally produced 
foods whenever possible, support-
ing applied learning on food-related 
issues, reducing waste and fostering 
positive changes through staff train-
ing, menu design and various com-
munity events.” 

—From the AMS web site

sPinAch BAgeL
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Disappointing bronze end to a promising season
Uncharacteristic semi-final performance drops ‘Birds into bronze medal face-off

DrAke fenton
Contributor

HALIFAX—This weekend in the 
CIS final eight basketball tour-
nament, at Halifax’s Metro Cen-
tre, the No. 1 ranked UBC Thun-
derbirds experienced the highs 
and lows of competing under ex-
treme expectations—finishing 
with a bronze medal after de-
feating the Saskatchewan Hus-
kies 111-95 in Sunday’s consola-
tion round.

As the top-ranked team in the 
country, the bar was set high for 
the ‘Birds. With a plethora of vet-
eran experience coming from 
the trio of Brent Malish, Alex Mur-
phy and Josh Whyte, a third con-
secutive appearance in the gold 
medal game was expected.

“Obviously, we are very disap-
pointed,” said head coach Kevin 
Hanson after the bronze medal 
victory. “The outlook at the be-
ginning of the season was to 
win a national championship.”

The Thunderbirds started the 
weekend off against the eighth-
ranked Acadia Axemen. Follow-
ing a shaky back-and-forth first 
half, UBC’s squad displayed tre-
mendous poise in the second 
half, overcoming the hostile 
hometown crowd and early tip-
off (9am PST), to pull away with 
a 96-77 victory.

Plumb had a game-high 20 
points and Whyte chipped in 
with 19.

Saturday night marked the low 
point of the tournament for the 
‘Birds. UBC squared off against 
conference rivals, the fifth-
ranked Trinity Western Spartans. 
UBC started the match in excel-
lent form, jumping to a 22-12 
lead by the end of the first quar-
ter. Early on in the second frame 
things still appeared promising, 
with UBC at one point establish-
ing a 16-point advantage.

Then the refs started blow-
ing their whistles. “Things were 
rolling for us [in the first half] 
and then a whole bunch of play-
ers got into foul trouble,” com-
mented Hanson on Saturday. “We 
were sitting six different play-
ers...and we got out of sync with 
our rotations.”

Trinity doggedly pursued 
UBC’s lead after trailing 39-30 
at halftime. In the second half, 
both Brent Malish and Graham 
Bath fouled out of the game, and 
the score remained tight until 
the final seconds. Trinity trailed 
72-71 with 30 seconds left on 
the clock. They worked the ball 
down court and the Spartans’ 
Kyle Coston (the game’s MVP) 
drained a three point shot to 
push Trinity into a 74-72 lead. 
That would stay the final score 

after a buzzer-beating long bomb 
by Kamar Burke rimmed out.

The game was an obvious up-
set and was only the second time 
this year UBC had scored less 
than 80 points. The Thunder-
birds’ offensive attack lacked flu-
idity and continuously missed 
shots that on most nights would 
have been routine. Josh Whyte 
was far from his usual self, go-
ing 3-15 in field goal attempts 
and 0-3 from downtown.

The next day, it was made 
known that Whyte had played 
the first two games of the tour-
nament with a stress fracture 
in his foot.

“On Monday we found out that 
he had a stress fracture in his 
foot,” said coach Hanson. “He 
didn’t practice all week; he took 
a [cortisone] shot before game 
one and put together an incred-
ible effort, especially in the sec-
ond half. You know, he couldn’t 
walk before the second game and 
he took another shot. He put ev-
erything in his heart towards 
his team, sacrificing personal 
injury like that to play,” Hanson 
concluded.

With a championship gold 
medal no longer an option, UBC 
was still left with the opportunity 
to salvage their tournament and 
leave Halifax with the bronze. On 
Sunday afternoon they squared 
off against rival and conference 
foe, the University of Saskatche-
wan Huskies.

From the onset, victory was 
never in question. The game un-
officially ended with 6:39 left in 
the second quarter. The score 
was 48-44 and the Huskies were 
slowly crawling back into the 
contest. Then Saskatchewan’s 
Jamelle Barrett received a tech-
nical foul on a play with Alex 
Murphy. This led to Huskies head 
coach Barry Rawlyk garnering 
another technical foul for dis-
puting the Barrett infraction.

UBC hit all four shots from 
the charity line and proceeded 
to go on a 12-point run, bring-
ing the score to 64-44. The Hus-
kies were never able to recover. 
UBC’s offensive domination was 
spurred on by fifth-year senior 
Alex Murphy, who rained down 
terror on the Huskies from the 
three-point line, going seven for 
ten and finishing the game with 
a career-high 36 points.

“Alex Murphy, in what he did 
in his career, sometimes start-
ing and sometimes coming off 
the bench, to have a career high 
in your final game is an amaz-
ing thing. He just held us togeth-
er like glue. This will be a mem-
ory he will always have,” Han-
son said.

Not having a chance to play in 
the national title game was far 
from the result UBC expected, but 
Hanson didn’t feel that the tour-
nament was a complete disaster.

“It’s always good to win the 
last one, there is a sour and bit-
ter taste when you lose and get 
knocked out, but at least the 
guys have something to take 
pride in by winning that last 
game,” he said.

“It’s a very difficult game to 
play [in] but they gutted it out...
you have to give a lot a credit to 
those fifth-year guys. Both Alex 
and Brent [Malish] have been 
here five times now and have 
finished in different positions. 
They can retire from university 
basketball very proud of them-
selves and the year they had...I 
am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to coach them.”

With the season wrapped 
up, the ‘Birds wil l be look-
ing towards next year. With 
both guards Whyte and Mur-
phy gone, UBC may have a sur-
prise candidate in line to take 
the starting role at point—Ka-
mar Burke.

Burke opened the bronze 
medal game at guard for the 
‘Birds and handled himself 
quite admirably, notching 15 
points, 11 rebounds and eight 

assists on the day, only two as-
sists short of a triple double. 
Burke, for the majority of the 
season, has been UBC’s big man, 
but coach Hanson thinks he may 
be even more of a contribution 
at guard.

“He is actually a ‘pass first’ 
type of player...Magic Johnson 
was the first big man to play the 
point guard position and Kamar 
models his game after him. It’s 
kind of his natural position, he 
passes well...you might see a lot 
of him there next year.”

UBC’s roster will have six se-
niors on it next year and will 
once again be one of the more 
veteran teams in the CIS. Hope-
fully the taste of recent near-
misses at nationals and the ex-
perience gained there will be 
enough motivation for the 2012 
roster to win UBC’s first WP Mc-
Gee Trophy in 40 years. U

A heroic Whyte played through a fractured foot for his Thunderbirds. 
 richArD LAM Photo/UBC ATHLETICS

thunderbird Athlete CounCil

AthLete of the week

ALex MurPhY

Alex Murphy in action.  Jon chiAng Photo/THE UBYSSEY

Alex Murphy earned Athlete of the Week after a stel-
lar weekend at the CanWest final fours March 4-5 at 
War Memorial Gym. Murphy, who recently received a 
CanWest all-star nomination after a very accomplished 
fifth and final season with the T-Birds, was unstoppa-
ble in his final career home game. He made an incred-
ible near-perfect 22 out of 23 free-throws, an essen-
tial contribution to the 107-100 win over the Huskies 
for the Canada West victory.

Murphy played in his final match as a Thunderbird last 
weekend in Halifax, leading his team to a bronze med-
al at the CIS national championships.

—Amelia Rajala
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Bad trips up the wall

DYLAn wALL
Contributor

“He wore a hockey helmet and 
rode a granny bike. In the first 
two minutes, he was lapped over 
three times,” said Jian Huang, a 
second year Forestry student. He 
was referring to his friend’s strug-
gle to compete in last year’s Storm 
the Wall, UBC’s largest Rec event.

UBC Rec claims Storm the Wall 
to be the “largest Intramural event 
in North America,” with about 
2500 students expected to com-
pete this year. Students compete 
in a five-person relay, including a 
225 yard swim, 450 metre dash, 
2.8 kilometre bike ride and a one 
kilometre run. At the end, each 
team member must climb over, 
or “storm,” a 12-foot wall.

Huang recalls his friend’s race 
as “a last-minute attempt to earn 
participation points. [The day be-
fore the race] he realized he had 

no bike and borrowed the best 
he could find. Unfortunately, the 
‘best’ was also the crappiest bike I 
have ever seen,” said Huang. And 
to make matters worse, “he had 
no helmet, so he used a hockey 
helmet. He had no speed and was 
passed by almost everyone.”

“I did the swim,” said Huang 
about his own team’s interest-
ing experience, “but I had nev-
er learned the front crawl. I only 
knew the butterfly and breast 
stroke. It was too long of a distance 
for me to do butterfly, so I chose the 
breast stroke. I got lapped twice.”

His teammate Diane Kim said, 
“We had to make up for so much 
time in the bike and the run. I 
did the run. At the end of my run 
our teammate, Jon Lee, ended 
up knocking me to the ground.” 
Kim, a second-year Commerce 
undergrad, said she did not re-
member how it happened: “We 
just collided.”

Lee, a fourth-year Commerce 
student, said, “two different refer-
ees pointed our team to two differ-
ent walls. So half our team went 
one way and half went the other. 
Diane and I collided, and I end-
ed up laying her out. And I want-
ed to win, so I dragged her to the 
wall.” Their team came fourth in 
their heat, but was disqualified for 
a registration mix-up.

Registration for this year’s 
Storm the Wall ends on March 
21 and costs $42.50 per team, or 
$10.50 for the single person race. 
The event starts March 27.

For those worried about show-
ing up with a granny bike or hock-
ey helmet, UBC Rec also offers a 
bike and helmet rental program. 
Students without equipment can 
email events1@rec.ubc.ca to re-
quest a rental. However, there are a 
limited number of bikes available, 
so Rec suggests students email as 
early as possible. U

One of the more successful athletes on the wall. keLLAn higgins Photo/THE UBYSSEY

iAn turner
iturner@ubyssey.ca

In my first year, I was a member 
of UBC’s novice rowing team.

Five times a week, I’d wake up 
at 4:30am to bike 15 kilometres to 
the UBC rowing facility in Rich-
mond. Truth be told, I often sim-
ply woke up and fell back asleep, 
but on the days I didn’t, I’d go 
through the morning stretches, 
row for an hour or so and bike 
back to UBC for my eight o’clock 
classes. If I attended class, I’d sit 
in my wet, sweat-drenched span-
dex. We had five afternoon work-
outs as well. In the second term, 
we trained as frequently as the 
varsity team. We were novices 
only in name. 

I quit the night before a trip 
to Spokane, Washington, in late 
February or early March—I for-
get the date—because if I went 
I would have failed the second-
year economics midterm I had 
the Tuesday after the trip. As I 
recall, UBC men’s rowing head 
coach Mike Pierse told me that 
my decision was understand-
able, but that I should also con-
sider how my decision would 
impact others, in this case my 
teammates. He was right. 

He was good coach and per-
son, and I enjoyed my time spent 
in his program. I quit for a few 
underlying reasons. One, my 
heart was never in the sport. I 
joined for all the wrong reasons: 
resume-padding and such. Two, 
I wasn’t mature or organized 
enough to handle the pressures 
of varsity.

But even if I were more mature 
or organized, varsity would have 
been a serious challenge. Most 
of us rowers were academic lag-
gards. The exception was Robert 
Vanner who got into the Universi-
ty of Toronto’s MD/PhD program.

Rowing at UBC is by far the 
most demanding sport offered 
by Athletics. Unlike a number of 
varsity teams, we don’t only meet 
up four times a week to train. At 
least half our training sessions 
were outdoors in the rain, dark, 
and cold on the fast-flowing Fras-
er River. We didn’t saunter over to 
War Memorial Gym or the Doug 
Mitchell Arena after the sun came 
up. Our day began at 4:30 am.

While a varsity athlete, I got a 
good sense of the struggles of the 
most taxed varsity athlete. And 
it’s with that perspective in mind 
that I don’t think UBC should join 
the NCAA.

        *             *    *
As an athlete in one of the 

sports UBC funds the least, I didn’t 
get a single dollar directly from 
the university. My parents paid 
the bills.Had that not been the 
case, my conversation with Pierse 
probably would have been differ-
ent. If Pierse had given me, say, 
a $16,000/per year athletic schol-
arship, the maximum allowed in 
the NCAA’s Division II, he would 
have expected a serious return on 
that investment. Certainly some 
second-year econ midterm wasn’t 
going to stand in the way of going 
to Spokane.

cont. on PAge 9

Professional teams 
from here? No, thanks.
Why I’m against a move to the NCAA
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I’ll write a fictional but probable guide 
to what could have happened in the lead-
up to when I quit.

One, I probably wouldn’t have taken a 
second-year econ class in first year. UBC 
would have registered me in courses—
as former Hawkeye Megan Heise was in 
her first and only year at the University 
of Iowa. (See “Leaving the Business Be-
hind,” February 20th 2011.) Or UBC would 
have recommended courses for me to 
take. Last week, California Watch, an on-
line investigative journalism outfit, re-
ported that Stanford University produced 
a list of easy classes for student-athletes 
to register in (Stanford has since discon-
tinued the list). NFL quarterback Matt 
Leinart was famously registered in a ball-
room dancing course in his final year at 
the University of Southern California.

Two, I may have been provided with 
the midterm prior to writing it—as for-
mer Central Arizona pitcher Jordan An-
derson was.

NCAA supporters often bring up the 
league’s tougher academic eligibility re-
quirements. True, unlike the CIS-SIC (Can-
ada’s athletic association for universities), 
the NCAA has a GPA minimum require-
ment to be eligible to play, but schools 
find a way around the academic require-
ments and in the process attack the in-
tegrity of their academic departments.

    *   * *
But regardless of the precautionary 

steps taken to ensure I’d clear the GPA 
minimum, Pierse would have proba-
bly said that he needed a return on his 
$16,000 investment—aka, you’re going 
to Spokane, Ian. 

There’s the rub: athletic scholarships 
are given not for academic success, but 
gameday success, which leads to the wa-
tering down of academics to ensure the 
coach can justify their program’s annu-
al monetary haul to the higher-ups in 
the administration. In the NCAA, the 
athletes become defacto employees of 
the university. 

As former Western Washington Uni-
versity lineman Kelly Kurisu said of his 
former coaches, “[They’d say] you’re here 
at this time. You got to do this at this time. 
It doesn’t matter what else is going on. 
We’re paying you.” 

If you’re not there, your contract/ath-
letic scholarship won’t be renewed—be-
cause you broke the rules. And because 
of the scholarships and ensuing hype—
holy shit, I’m worth $16,000 dollars!—it’s 

natural that many athletes are for UBC 
joining Division II.

There are other reasons UBC’s admin-
istration could also be psyched about go-
ing south: the NCAA is a far more wide-
ly known brand than the CIS. If we were 
accredited by an American accrediting 
agency, American students at UBC would 
qualify for federal aid more easily, and 
more American students may come for 
the school spirit and big-time athletics.

But I’m unconvinced of the brand argu-
ment. It’s obvious UBC spends millions 
branding itself every year and would 
gladly find yet another way to brand it-
self, but the NCAA is a dirty word of sorts. 
Just look at ESPN. 

The entire site is filled with stories of 
collegiate coaches making illegal phone 
calls and pimping out women for recruit-
ing endeavours. Yes, I know these schools 
are Division I, but we’d still be associat-
ed with all that.

     *    *  *
There’s the money side of the NCAA, 

as well. For starters, how Athletics’ bud-
get would change if we joined the NCAA 
is unclear. Right now, our budget is $4.5 
million, which supports 28 teams. In the 
NCAA’s Division II, the average spent for 
fielding seven male teams (including foot-
ball) and eight female teams is $9 mil-
lion for the top quarter of schools. 

Assuming this, our teams’ financing 
will be more comparable to the bottom 
quarter of teams—the Division II average 
is $2.2 million for 15 teams. Doubling the 
number of sport teams wouldn’t require 
an increase in Athletics’ budget, but I sin-
cerely doubt our university would switch 
conferences simply to be among the most 
under-funded, and subsequently under-
performing, programs. Take Simon Fra-
ser University as an example. Last year, 
when they were a CIS-SIC member, they 
had three full-time football coaches. This 
past fall, they played their first year in the 
NCAA’s Division II. They hired three ad-
ditional coaches for their inaugural sea-
son. Will we let ourselves get out-coached 
by SFU? Probably not. 

If we go, expect to see the Athletics 
budget increase: more coaches hired per 
team, more public-relations employees, 
more athletic scholarships, etc.

Now, UBC says that the operating bud-
get will be stable and that increases for 
athletic scholarships will come from a 
campaign that hopes to raise the schol-
arship endowment fund to $75 million. 
Right now, it’s at $8 million. If you think 
UBC Athletics can raise that much mon-
ey in a few years time, you’re more con-
fident than me. 

I find a possible increase in Athletic’s 
budget if they can’t follow their proposed 
plan very irksome: UBC Athletics is not 

a stand-alone institution, as has been 
claimed in the past. They’re financed by 
a $189.66 fee levied on all full-time stu-
dents and smaller fees for part-time stu-
dents. That’s approximately $7 million 
we give them annually. Take that away 
and they’d have a much different budget. 
They’re playing with our money. Because 
of that, our opinion should be very seri-
ously considered: if we, the students, op-
pose the NCAA, UBC shouldn’t be joining 
the NCAA. As a student, I’d like to vote 
on this issue. Where’s the referendum? 

This decision should not be made by 
UBC President Stephen Toope and oth-
ers in the administration alone. It’s un-
clear what the actual situation is, but I’d 
like the consultation process to be adver-
tised more. UBC hasn’t advertised this in 
The Ubyssey, on its website prominent-
ly, in a recent email or on its big screen 
across from Shoppers.

     *    *  *
But for me, the dominant reason to 

oppose the NCAA goes back to the sala-
ry issue. One athlete in particular comes 
to mind.

Last spring, I was sitting with an engi-
neer in the library when a former class-
mate of his walked by. They started to 
talk. During the brief conversation, the 
classmate, who plays on one of UBC’s 
smaller teams, said he switched out of 
Engineering because his coach said it 
would detract too much from his athlet-
ic endeavours. 

I didn’t introduce myself as a Ubyssey 
reporter, so I’ll omit his name. But he 
plays in the NAIA, an American athletic 
association widely considered to be be-
low the NCAA’s Division II with regard 
to quality of play. Wouldn’t it be prudent 
to ask ourselves if the NAIA is too profes-
sional before we join Division II? 

Arianne Duchesne, an Engineering 
student and starting point guard for the 
women’s basketball team, said she didn’t 
find athletics to be too professional, or 
that it’s impossible to be a varsity ath-
lete and engineer if you spread your de-
gree over five years. The NCAA only al-
lows four years of eligibility, though, and 
she’s a CIS athlete.

But UBC students I’ve talked to who 
once played in the NCAA found the ath-
letic scholarship they received allowed 
their coaches to determine their sched-
ules, which was done to have game-day 
success, which saw the academics placed 
to the side. And that goes entirely against 
the ethos of an academic institution. U

Want to see more UBC Rec events in the 
paper?
Email us.

marie vondracek | sports@ubyssey.ca Utheubyssey.ca
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gAMes & CoMiCS

suDoku (MeDiuM)

coMicMAster, BY MAriA cirsteA

soLution

Submit your comics 
to our website at 
ubyssey.ca/volunteer/
submit-a-comic.

production@ubyssey.ca

Utheubyssey.ca

virginie menard |

LikeALittLe weekly toP Five FlirtS

At 17 uBc—Downtown (trAns-
Link): Male, Black hair. 5pm: 
asian guy wearing plaid + grey 
toque—your smile made my day 
=)

At scArfe: Female, Black hair. 
Love at first sight. Bio 458...asian 
girl...about 20 minutes late for 
class...looking forward to seeing 
you next class =)

At wAr MeMoriAL gYM: Male, 
Other. Saw you play last week-
end and sometimes in the 
SUB. You are so good looking 
and a great bball player! You 
are #1 to me #4!

At Bookstore: Female, Black hair. 
Gorgeous girl that works at the 
bookstore...I timed out the line 
so I could get to you and once 
I did, I completely choked. I 
stood there dumbfounded as 
you rang in my pens and note-
book. I’d love to meet again,...I 
promise I won’t be such a wuss :)

At BirD cooP (uBc): Male, Bru-
nette. Dear Boy with Yellow 
Sleeveless Shirt, You have the 
most gorgeous arm muscles, 
I have ever seen in my entire 
life. Just thought you should 
know. Sincerely, Girl on the 
Treadmill.
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The AMS is in a jubilant mood—and rightly so. 
The U-Pass, easily the most popular program in 
their history, has been renewed. And a fee restruc-
ture that will eliminate the need for widespread 
cuts for the foreseeable future also passed. This 
is a big deal.

But the truth is that they got lucky. 
Up until Thursday, it was looking like most of 

the referendum questions wouldn’t even achieve 
quorum. In fact, despite all of the talk about the 
U-Pass being an instant quorum-maker, the sub-
stantial by-law changes question didn’t get enough 
votes to come into play. 

And when it comes to the fee restructure, al-
most half of students were against it. If 386 of us 
had voted another way—that’s one first-year psy-
chology class—the AMS would be just as screwed 
today as they were on Thursday.

So why is it that after a year of talking about 
the need for a referendum, one aborted attempt 
and tens of thousands of dollars later, the fee ref-
erendum came so close to failing?

The most obvious answer is that despite the 
year-long hand-wringing, the referendum cam-
paign didn’t start in earnest until the absolute last 
minute. The AMS was handicapped by the com-
bination of a former president who had little in-
clination to actually plan for a referendum and 
an election schedule that meant most of January 
and February were devoted to campaigning and 
transition. However, even without these reasons, 
the truth is that the AMS is out of touch with the 
student populace.

They approached this referendum as a top-down 
initiative coming from the executive and coun-
cil. But in a campus as decentralized as UBC’s, 
the only way to get a large number of students on 
board with anything is to engage from the bottom.

The opportunity was there. Clubs, people with 
sustainability ideas, residences, the resource 
groups and, yes, the campus media, all had a 
stake in the referendum. But instead of seeing 
these groups as equal partners, the AMS treated 
them as a liability, something that could screw 
up their messaging. Only they and they alone 
could be trusted to tell students why they need-
ed more money—this became a referendum on 
the AMS itself. 

Unsurprisingly, many students associate the 
AMS with lackluster leadership, stunts to the UN, 
infighting and a general lack of competence. Su-
prisingly, this caught the AMS off-guard.  

And it might seem easy to blame the lacklus-
ter number of votes on student apathy, as AMS 
President Jeremy McElroy appeared to do after 
the results were announced.

But students are no more apathetic than they 
were three years ago, when the vote totals for the 
U-Pass were almost double what they were this 
time around. If you can’t get students to show up 
to vote on the one thing that is integral to their 
lives—that’s a transit pass, not lobbying, for those of 
you wondering—that’s a failure on the AMS’s part.

Even more worrying is the fact that the AMS 
had absolutely no viable back-up plan. Whenever 
asked what he would do if the referendum didn’t 
pass, McElroy reiterated that they would simply 
hold another one. By not being upfront about the 
effects of voting no, it only encouraged those who 
believed the AMS was campaigning in bad faith. 
And if you can’t get students to care when the U-
Pass is on the line, there is no amount of money 
or wizardry that can change things. The simple 
answer is that the AMS would have had to make 
massive cuts.

Now that the referendum did pass, another 
daunting question is looming on the horizon: 
what to do with all of the money? If the AMS sees 
this as a blank cheque, they risk alienating stu-
dents even more. 

The AMS needs to remember that even though 
about half of students voted to give them more 
money, the other half thought it wasn’t worth the 
change in their pocket. So the onus is on them 
to make sure that when they spend your hard-
earned money, it’s on sensible projects that will 
build upon a relationship between the AMS and 
students that is obviously lacking. Otherwise, the 
next referendum could very well be for reducing 
fees, not raising them. U

in which BriAn is sorrY

Julian Ross Markowitz asked me to 
make it clear that he was one of the 
people who came to speak against Bi-
jan’s censure, but was not involved 
in the “no” campaign. I’m happy to 
make that clear, though—as I stated 
in no uncertain terms—I’m convinced 
that any similarities in the people who 
were anti-censure and anti-fee referen-
dum are purely coincidental anyway.

—Brian Platt

criticisM of Men Misses the MArk

In Gordon Katic’s article (“Katic: 
Women’s issues are universal is-
sues”), the author suggests that pop-
ular culture is somewhat to blame 
for destructive masculine tenden-
cies. But Katic offers no examples 
of what in popular culture needs to 
be critiqued. Katic, could you please 
supply the Ubyssey’s readership with 
some evidence on how “the idealiza-
tion of violent masculinity” in our 
film, literature, television, etc.? (I 
ask because I seem to have the op-
posite reaction from popular cul-
ture. To me, the prevailing state of 
Western society reveals a breakdown 
of the “physical strength, indepen-
dence and stoicism” of what we call 
the male gender).

—Scott Wilson

concerning kAtic’s coLuMn

In response to Gordon Katic’s column: 
“Women’s issues are universal issues.”

Women’s issues are indeed impor-
tant, but Katic uses logical fallacies, 
misleading omissions and even out-
right lies. No cause, no matter how 
worthy, should be promoted with such 
tactics.

Katic says that everyone should care 
about women’s issues, and he’s right. 
But he’s wrong when he says that all 
men are responsible for them. It is log-
ically invalid to say that all members 
of a group are responsible for the ac-
tions of some of its members, when 
membership in the group is due sole-
ly to accident of birth.

Women commit the majority of child 
abuse, the vast majority of infanticide, 
false rape allegations and 100 per cent 
of paternity fraud. Would Katic agree 
that all women are responsible for 
stopping these despicable acts?

Katic implies that the gender pay 
gap is caused by men. In fact, it is be-
cause of choice.  Women choose to pur-
sue lower-paying professions (teach-
ing over engineering), safer and more 
comfortable professions (secretarial 
work over garbage collecting), choose 
to take more time off work, choose to 
work less hours than men.

Katic claims that 95 per cent of do-
mestic violence [DV] is committed by 
men. This is simply false. There has 
been no legitimate study that claims 

that 95 per cent of DV is committed by 
men. The only sources for this number 
are unscientific and flawed, such as 
police statistics and figures from do-
mestic violence shelters; and one sur-
vey (the US Crime survey). In contrast, 
there are literally dozens of scientif-
ic and methodologically valid studies 
that show DV is about equal by gender. 
The domestic violence wikipedia page 
has links to metastudies (collections 
of scholarly studies) that show this.

Further, Katic’s claim would imply 
that lesbian partners would be largely 
non-violent, whereas gay men would 
have much more violent relationships. 
Studies show that both gay and lesbi-
an relationships show equal violence 
to heterosexual ones.

I applaud Katic’s goal of promoting 
women’s rights. I urge him not to do so 
at the expense of men, the vast major-
ity of which are good, decent people.

—Celestian Rince
Arts 

Justin MceLroY
coordinating@ubyssey.ca

For the next five days, there’s going 
to be a sight at University Boulevard 
and East Mall more commonly seen 
at Powell and Hastings. 

Ten UBC students will be living 
outside the bookstore, as they take 
part in  a campaign called 5 Days 
for the Homeless, an annual event at 
UBC since 2008. Last year they raised 
$16,500 and this year they hope to 
raise that to $20,000. 

So for the next week, there’s no bed 
or tent, no food, no money and no 
toothpaste. Some will use sleeping 

bags, some won’t. The only shelter 
will come when they go to classes, or 
need to use the washroom. 

It’s a campaign that inspires plenty 
of donations. But when students who 
participate talk about the “struggle” 
they undergo, it also inspires plenty 
of raised eyebrows.

There’s no way that spending five 
days outside, in March, at UBC, with 
friends, going to class, while getting 
the unlimited use of washrooms can 
replicate being homeless in any way. 
Everyone knows this and it’s not belit-
tling to point out that this is an aware-
ness campaign with a twist, not a re-
ality TV show. 

And yet, there are those that called 
last year’s fundraiser an “emotional 
struggle” or “taste of how marginalized 
and shunted homeless people may feel.”

This December, UBC student Nima 
Farzaneh spent a week on the streets, 
in downtown Vancouver, actually 
spending time within the homeless 
community. He knew he would leave in 
a week, but it still gave him a far more 
realistic experience than the 5 Days 
for the Homeless campaign could. 

This isn’t to demean the campaign, 
or disparage the volunteers. It’s a noble 
cause and a good way to raise aware-
ness. We hope they let their actions 
speak for themselves. U

McElroy: 5 Days for the Homeless should be taken in context

Letters

We disagree with Cel’s 
letter, but what do you 
think? Let us know at 
feedback@ubyssey.ca

Utheubyssey.ca
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BrYce wArnes
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On Friday, a uti lity vehicle 
transporting a load of gaussian 
blur overturned near East Mall 
and Memorial Road. Before 
cleanup crews could arrive, 
the filter had overtaken the 
Buchanan buildings and the 
Chan Centre, and was travelling 
wit h t he wind sout h-west 
towards IK Barber and the 
clock tower. Luckily, the blur 
was prevented from completely 
unfocusing the Koerner Library 
and its occupants.UBC Plant Ops 
showed up with their sharpen 
and contrast tools and made 
quick work of cleaning up the 
mess. This is the second time 
UBC’s Vancouver campus has 
suffered a mishap due to a 
Photoshop function. In 1998, the 
Student Union Building almost 
met its undoing when a nearby 
construction crew lost control 
of CTRL+Z. U


